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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SREF, UNHCR, CB, TH 

SUBJECT: REPORTED REFOULEMENT OF CAMBODIAN REFUGEES 
REF: (A) BANGKOK 32312 (B) STATE 289907 

1 . REFTELS CONCERNING THE FORCED REPATRIATION OF 26 
CAMBODIAN REFUGEES TO THEIR HOMLAND NOV 23 EVIDENTLY 
CROSSED. AS EMBASSY REPORTED IN REF A, THERE IS ANUNCON- 
FIRMED INDICATION THAT THEY WERE ESECUTED, JOURNALISTS 
AND OTHERS WHO HAVE ATTEMPTTED TO ASCERTAIN FACTS IN 
CASE SINCE INITIAL AP STORY APPEARED NOV 25 HAVE ENCOUNTERED 
VIRTUAL STONEWALL WITHIN RTG. WE ASSUME THIS IS INDICATION 
THAT THIA ARE NOT VERY PROUD OF WHAT THEY DID AND ARE 

ON THE DEFENSIVE ABOUT IT. 

2. AP BUREAU CHIEF DENIS GRAY TOOK INITIATIVE TO CONTACT 
TWO PRINCIPAL ENGLISH-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS IN BANGKOK 
TO INFORM THEM OF STORY. TO GENERAL SURPRISE OF 
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EMOTIONAL SCENE AT THE BRIDGE AS THE REFUGEES WERE 
PRODDED ACROSS IT AND NEGLECTING TO MENTION ANYTHING 
ABOUT POSSIBLE EXECUTIONS. THAI LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS HAVE NOT 
TOUCHED STORY SO FAR. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT INTERIOR MINISTER 
SAMAK SUNTHORAWET EXPLODED WHEN LEARNING NOV 27 THAT SUCH 
REFOULEMENT HAD OCCURRED. HE IMMEDIATELY TELEPHONED POLICE 
DIRGEN LT. GEN. MONCHAI PHANKHONGCHUN, WHO SAID HE WAS 
UNAWARE OF EXPULSION ORDER. (THAI IMMIGRATION SERVICE 
COMES UNDER POLICE BUT INPRACTICE OPERATES INDEPENDENTLY.) 

3. THERE SHOULD BE NEWS FILTERING OUT OF TRG IN NEXT FEW 
DAY ON TPIS CASE. HIGH COMMISSIONER HAS GIVERN UNHCR REPRE- 
SENTATIVE BERTA FULL AUTHORITY TO DO WHATEVER HE CONSIDERS 
NECESSARY. 

4. IMPORTANT POINT OF COURSE, IS WHAT THIS MEANS FOR THE 
FUTURE. ISOC STATEMENT QUOTED IN AP STORY THAT "PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNORS WILL FROM NOW ON NOT LET ANY REFUGEES STAY IN 
THAILAND" IS NOW THOUGHT BY UNHCR TO HAVE BEEN MADE OFF THE 
TOP OF THE OFFICIAL'S HEAD. IT IS NOT THOUGHT THAT THERE 

HAS BEEN REAL CHANGE OF POLICY, ALTHOUGH WE WILL CONTINUE 
TO WATCH THIS. NEEDLESS TO SAY REFUGEES AT ARANYAPRATHET 
ARE IN STATE OF PANIC ABOUT THEIR OWN FUTURE. MEANWHILE, 

50 CAMBODIAMS RECENTLY ESCAPED FROM REFUGEE CAMP AT TRAT, 
LEADING TO RUMORS THAT THEY WERE ALSO KC INFILTRATORS, 

RATHER THAN THE OBVIOUS CONCLUSION THAT THEY WERE SIMPLY 
TIRED OF LIVING IN A CINFINING CAMP. 
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